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Subtraction 
 
 

Children will be introduced to subtraction using concrete materials.  They will 

need a lot of experience using concrete materials and talking about subtraction 

before writing any sums.   

 

You can use blocks/spoons etc with them as you would do for addition.  They can 

make up stories to demonstrate subtraction.  “I put out the spoons for Granny and 

Grandad but they had to go home.  Now I have to take away their 2 spoons so 6 

take away 2 leaves 4” 

 

For 6-2=4 we say 6 take away 2 leaves 4, or for 69–23 =46 we say 69 take away 23 

leaves 46.  This method helps the children to put the bigger number on top when 

writing the sum vertically,  

T  U 

6   9 

- 2    3 

4    6 

and to write the bigger number first when writing it horizontally. Initially the 

children will work with small numbers.  
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Subtraction with regrouping 

 

In 2
nd

 class they will be introduced to subtraction with regrouping. When teaching 

subtracting we all use the following method. 

 

Rules  

 Always begin with the unit side. 

 Always start at the top. 

      T  U 

      5   2 

     -2   3 

 

Thought Process 

2 take away 3 we cannot do.                                      

So we bring over a ten from the tens side.              

How many tens are left now? We have 4 tens.  So I cross out the 5 and write a 

small 4 beside it.                     

How many units do we have now?  We have 12 because I added the 10 to the 2 I 

already had.  I write a small 1 in front of the 2 to remind me it is 12. 

12 take away 3. What does that leave?     9                         

 

Now subtract the tens.  

4 take away 2.  What does that leave?    2                                                                     

We had 52 and we took away 23 

Now what have we left?  We have 29 left 

 

         T  U 

 5   2 

         2   3  

        2   9 


