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Fractions 
 
 

Fractions will be introduced in the Junior classrooms using concrete materials -  

plastic apples, pizzas etc.  Senior classes use Fraction walls and Fraction Circles.  

Paper folding will be used along with the fraction walls and circles to explain the 

equivalence of fractions.  You can help your child understand fractions from an 

early age by chatting to them about sharing the apple pie etc  – dividing it into 2 

halves, 4 quarters etc.  You can point out that the 2 halves are always the same size 

– maybe less arguments because “ he got a bigger bit than me!” The can also 

clearly see that 2 quarters are the same size as one half. 

 

Children from 3rd class are taught the vocabulary of fractions – Numerator 

(Number above the line) and Denominator (Number below the line). 

 

Children are taught the Unitary method when working with fractions of a number.   

 

Thought Process: Find 3/8 of 48 

 

There are 8/8 in the full number.  Before I can find 3/8 I must first  

Find 1/8.  To find 1/8 I divide the number by 8.  Then I can find any number of 

eights by  

Multiplying.  So I multiply 1/8 by 3 to find 3/8 

48 = 8/8 

1/8 of 48 = 48÷8 = 6   

3/8 of 48 = 6x3 = 18. 

 

Thought Process:  3/8 of a number is 18.  Find the full number. 

 

I must find 1/8 before I can find the full number.  I know 3/8 = 18.  I will find 1/8 

by dividing by 3.  18÷3 = 6. 

 

When I know 1/8, I can find 8/8, which is the full number, by multiplying by 8. 

8x6=48 
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Adding & Subtracting fractions 

 

Children are taught to write horizontally:    3/4+3/8 = 

They are taught to find a common denominator.  Initially they will do this using the 

fraction wall but as they become more familiar with the method they will learn 

how to do it without the fraction wall using the following: 

 

Thought process  

I want to change the 3/4 to ?/8.  What did I do to the 4 to turn it into an 8?  I 

multiplied it by 2.   

To keep the fractions equivalent, whatever I do below the line I must do above  

the line.  So I multiply the 3x2 =6.  Therefore 3/4 =6/8.   

Then we add the 3+6 =9.   

So ¾ + 3/8 = 9/8 or 1 full unit and 1/8. 

 

Subtraction is taught using the same method. 

 

When learning to multiply fractions children learn the golden rule: OF means  

multiply.  Find 3/4 of 4/6 = 3/4 x 4/6. 

 

When learning to write whole numbers as fractions children learn that any fraction 

with 1 as the denominator is a whole number – 1/1 is 1, 4/1 is 4. 

 
 


