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Addition 
 
 

Children will learn the concept of addition through the use of concrete materials.  

Obviously they need to be able to count first.  At the Junior level they can count 

spoons etc while setting the table.  They can estimate how many they will need and 

then check as they select one for each person.  They can count the steps as they 

climb the stairs etc.  When they begin to add they can see how many spoons they 

would need if Granny & Grandad were coming etc.  This is basic addition.  

Children can make up stories to demonstrate the concept of addition.  “We needed 

4 spoons but then Granny & Grandad were coming so we needed 2 more.  That’s 4 

+ 2 = 6”.   

 

In school children will use numicon and a variety of other materials (Blocks etc) 

to add.  

 

2 numbers.  It is important that they continue to use concrete materials at home 

until they have grasped the concept. 

 

We introduce the addition of 3 addends horizontally but this will lead to addition 

vertically. In senior infants and 1
st
 class 4+3+2=  is the same as: 

 4 

  3 

         +2 

                                                                                  

We always start adding from the top. 
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Addition with regrouping/renaming 
 

In 1
st
 class, pupils will begin to add with re-naming/regrouping. In school, we 

introduce addition with regrouping using numicon. Children will be given a lot of 

practise doing the sums using numicon before they actually write them. 

 

When they begin writing the sum they will continue to use numicon to do it before 

writing it.  At home ordinary playing blocks/spoons etc will be very useful.   

Allow child to demonstrate tens and units using blocks.  13 = 10 blocks connected 

together and 3 left over – 1 ten and 3 units. 

 

            T         U            

   3    8                      

     +     2         5  

            6         3 

 

Thought Process 

8+5=13.  13 is made up of 1 ten and 3 units.  We write the 3 under the units and 

bring the ten over to the tens side.  We write a little 1 above the line to remind us to 

add it in.  Then we add 3+2 +1 and write the 6 under the tens.  It is very helpful to 

write TU over these sums – to draw your child’s attention to the fact that you are 

talking about tens and units.  

 

Golden Rule 

Always begin with the units. 
 


